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High School 101

- Located on the PCSD Website

- Gives course descriptions & provides in-depth 

information about High School. 

Career Planner

- Located on the PCSD Website.

- Gives sequencing guides and further 

information about courses offered in the 

district. 



WHAT 

CLASSES  

WILL  I  TAKE  

DURING 9 T H

GRADE?



In high school, you will be on a block 

schedule.  

This means you will take 4 courses during 

your fall semester and 4 new courses your 

spring semester.

• A block class is one in which you have class for 90 

minutes per semester.

• Each semester you will have two academic courses and 

two elective courses.

• Typically, Math and Social Studies courses are paired 

together and ELA and Science courses are paired 

together.



2
nd

Semester

1
st

Block - Ninth Lit

(8:35-10:10)

2
nd

Block - Visual Art

(10:15-11:45)

3
rd

Block - Biology

(11:50-1:50)

4
th

Block - Basic Ag

(1:55-3:25)

Sample Schedule

1
st

Semester

1
st

Block – GSE Algebra I

(8:35-10:10)

2
nd

Block – Spanish I

(10:15-11:45)

3
rd

Block – Health/PF

(11:50-1:50)

4
th

Block – World Geo

(1:55-3:25)



There are certain classes that the state require every student 

to take in order to graduate. The classes you are required to 

take in 9
th

grade are: 

✓ 9
th

Grade Literature or 10
th

World Literature

✓ GSE Algebra I or GSE Geometry

✓ Biology

Then you will also take other elective courses during your 

first semester such as: 

✓ World Geography 

✓ Health & Personal Fitness

✓ Spanish I, Fine Arts, CTAE Pathway course, etc.



WILL  I  

CHOOSE  THE  

CLASSES  I  

WANT TO 

TAKE?



• In High School you will choose some of your classes, 

like electives, though you may not always get the ones 

you select.

• Other classes are required to graduate, and you will not 

get to choose. For example, you have to take Math but 

you can choose if you want to take a World Language. 

• The decisions on electives need to be based on your 

goals/plans after high school and your BRIDGE Career 

Interest Inventory information. 

• Your Individual Graduation Plan will also be important 

for you to consider. Your middle and high school 

counselors will help you weigh your options and select 

the classes that will help you reach your 

career/education goals.



WHAT 

CLASSES  ARE  

REQUIRED  TO 

GRADUATE?  



Section 1 of the BRIDGE Graduation 

Document lists these graduation 

requirements which include specific 

courses required to graduate and 

total 23 units of credit.

•4 English

•4 Math

•4 Science

•3 Social Studies

•1 Personal Fitness

•1 Health

•3 CTAE/Fine Arts/World Language

•4 Electives





A credit is also known as a Carnegie Unit. 

1 credit course taken as a block during one 

semester = 1 credit

Course names, credits and grades build your high 

school transcript.

You need 23 credits to graduate!



H O W  A R E  

H O N O R S  

C L A S S E S  I N  

H I G H  S C H O O L  

D I F F E R E N T  

F R O M  M I D D L E  

S C H O O L ?



• In 8
th

grade you may be taking one or more 

accelerated/advanced courses in an academic area.

• If you are taking 9
th

Grade Honors Literature/Comp., you will 

earn 1.0 credit on a high school transcript with a grade 

weighted by 5 points (70 or higher).

• If you are taking Honors GSE Algebra I, you will earn 1.0 credit 

on a high school transcript with a grade weighted by five 

points (70 or higher). 

• These courses will have credits awarded at the end of each 

semester worth .5 credit for a passing grade.

• The courses will count in the local district GPA (Grade Point 

Average) and for class rank.

• These courses will not count for the HOPE Scholarship grade 

point average.



• In 9
th

grade honors courses include the areas of 

English/Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies. 

• At some high schools Advanced Placement Human Geography 

is also offered to 9
th

grade students. 

• All honors courses count in the HOPE grade point average 

calculation that are taken in grades 9-11, however, the courses 

are not weighted by Georgia Student Finance Commission.

• The Honors and AP course request process begins with the 

BRIDGE Advisement Plan being completed followed by the 

updating of the student’s Individual Graduation Plan using the 

MYAP (Multi-Year Academic Planner) in IC. The IGP is 

completed during February. 



W H A T  

E L E C T I V E S  

C A N  I  T A K E  

I N  9
TH

G R A D E ?



• Basic Ag Science

• Marketing Principles

• Audio and Video Technology and 

Film

• Intro to Digital Technology

• Intro to Personal Care Services 

(Cosmetology)

• Intro to Culinary Arts

• Intro to Healthcare (Allied Health 

Medicine)

• JROTC

• Automotive Technologies

• Intro to Drafting & Digital Design 

(Architecture)

• Intro to Graphics and Design

• French I

• Spanish I 

• Spanish II (if Spanish I passed 

in 8
th

grade)

• Chorus

• Band

• Theatre

• Visual Arts

• Weight training

• Team sports

Elective Course Opportunities Vary By High School

Here are the elective courses you can take in 9
th

grade at 

East Paulding High School:



Do I have to take specific electives?

• Yes. You will take 3 electives in 9
th

grade including 

Health and Personal Fitness.

Both Health and Personal Fitness are required by the state of 

Georgia for graduation, unless you successfully complete 3 years of 

JROTC.

What is JROTC?

• The Junior ROTC program includes CTAE courses 

taught by retired officers and non-commissioned 

officers at selected public and private high schools in 

the U.S.

Frequently Asked Questions:



• JROTC prepares high school students for future 

leadership roles while making them aware of the benefits 

of citizenship. Classroom and outside activities become 

opportunities to acquire knowledge, discipline, and a 

sense of responsibility that are necessary to take charge 

of one's future. The result is responsible cadets who are 

confident of themselves, can think on their own, and can 

express their ideas and opinions clearly and concisely.

• JROTC (Air Force) is offered at EPHS.

ðAt EPHS you can now earn your 4
th

science by taking the JROTC 

course “Flight Science” if you are completing the JROTC pathway

• JROTC (Army) is offered at HHS, NPHS, PCHS, and SPHS.

Frequently Asked Questions:



?

Frequently Asked Questions:

Do I have to take a World Language to Graduate?

• No! You can take CTAE or Fine Arts classes instead.

*BUT*

• YES! If you plan on attending a college, 2 years of the same World 

Language are required for admission into Georgia 

Colleges/Universities as well as many out of state colleges and 

universities!

This Photoby Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Encore_Espanol.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What if I wanted to take a course online during high school?

• During the months of April ðmid-July, there will be a 

PCSD online registration opportunity for high school 

courses.

• Senate Bill 289 allows districts to provide students in 

grades 3 through 12 the option of taking an online 

course should you choose that option. 

• Counselors have the online course information for 

high school courses. 

Frequently Asked Questions:

This Photoby Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gnome-laptop.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What is the Paulding Virtual Academy?

• The Paulding Virtual Academy will offer students the 

opportunity to use teacher supported, technology-based 

courses to earn new high school credit, recover credit, 

continue coursework or accelerate their progression through 

high school and into college level courses.

• The application process for Fall 2020-2021 begins April 1
st
. 

• Link: https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4343

• Parent and Student Handbook Link: 

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/cms/lib/GA01903603/Centri

city/Domain/4343/PVA%20Handbook.pdf

Frequently Asked Questions:

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4343
https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/cms/lib/GA01903603/Centricity/Domain/4343/PVA%20Handbook.pdf


Frequently Asked Questions:

What is the Paulding College and Career Academy?

• PCCA Opened in the Fall of 2019 and serves all 5 

high schools by offering courses and pathways that 

are specifically selected based upon the work 

needs of the surrounding area and the state as a 

whole. 

• Students who attend PCCA graduate with a high 

school diploma plus have:

ðDual Enrollment Course Opportunities

ðWork-Based Learning/Apprenticeship Program 

Courses

ðComplete a CTAE Pathway and related courses



T E L L  M E  M O R E  

A B O U T  P C C A



Pathways & Opportunities at PCCA







HVACR Electrical Pathway PCCA

• Courses (all three) are Dual Enrollment Pathway Courses

• Courses are taught at the Bartow County College and 

Career Academy in Cartersville

Requirements

• NONE! By being a student in the district you are qualified 

to apply for PCCA.

• Please talk with your counselor if you are interested as it 

will impact your schedule.

Applications

• Applications are posted on the district and PCCA website 

in December.

Transportation

• Students are bussed from their local high school to PCCA 

and then back to the local high school.



W H A T  I S  D U A L  

E N R O L L M E N T ?



Dual Enrollment

Starting your Sophomore year, students can apply to 

be a Dual Enrollment student and take courses from a 

state public or private postsecondary institution while 

still enrolled as a high school student and receive 

credit both at the high school and at the 

postsecondary institution.

Freshman are not eligible for Dual Enrollment

Sophomores can take CTAE courses

Juniors & Seniors can take CTAE and Core courses

If you’re interested in this opportunity, be sure to talk 

to your high school counselor during your freshman 

year!



W H O  I S  M Y  

S C H O O L  

C O U N S E L O R  A T  

E A S T ?



East Paulding High School Counselors:

• Mrs. Berry… A - Da

• Ms. Fain… De – I

• Ms. Hayes… J – O

• Dr. Haston… P – St

• Ms. Bourn… Su - Z



S P O R T S  I N  

T H E  P A U L D I N G  

C O U N T Y  

S C H O O L  

D I S T R I C T



• Wrestling

• Baseball

• Basketball

• Cheerleading

• Volleyball

• Track

• Cross Country

• Golf

• Soccer

• Fast pitch softball

• Football

• Lacrosse

• Swimming

• JROTC

• Tennis

You will be playing against other high schools within 

Paulding as well as other districts!

There are several kinds of high school sports including:



• First semester freshmen may participate in sports and extra-

curricular activities.

• To Keep Eligibility:

ðEach student must earn at least 2.5 credits in the previous 

semester.

• So 9th grade students must have earned 2.5 credits in 

the fall to participate in the spring..

ðEach student must stay “on track” to graduate.  

• This means that by the start of the sport you are playing 

you must have earned the following number of credits:

ð10
th

Grade:  5.0 Credits

ð11
th

Grade:  11.0 Credits

ð12
th

Grade:  17.0 

What are the requirements to play sports in high school?



H O W  D O  Y O U  

S I G N  U P  F O R  

C L U B S  &

A C T I V I T I E S ?  



There several ways to find out about clubs 

and extra curricular activities…

1.Check-out the high school website

2.Listen to the daily announcements about 

clubs, activities, and events. 

3.Visit various clubs at open-house



WHAT  I S  

ADV ISEMENT?



• The advising teachers/staff at the high school 

will discuss information with students. Staff 

mentors may be teachers, counselors and 

administrators during the advisement 

opportunity sessions. Topics and lessons are 

provided to counselors for each grade level from 

the district. Counselors also are often asked to 

write additional lessons and train school staff on 

the advisement topics.

• These advisement topics include careers and 

career pathways, test-taking tips, organizational 

tools, goal setting, transcript review, course 

requests, college and career readiness and many 

other topics that pertain to high school students. 

• Each high school has a little different version of 

their Mentoring, Teaching and Advising Students 

(MATS)/Teachers-as-Advisors program. 



WHAT IS  AN 

EOC TEST?



• EOC or End-of-Course

• EOC assessments are state regulated and mandated 

tests that high school students have to take to 

ensure that the students have mastered the 

courses. All Georgia high school students will take 

the same EOCs. This provides consistency among 

all schools in Georgia. 

• Your EOC score will count 20% of your final grade. 

Your course grade is 80% of your grade. The EOCs 

you will take in either 8
th

or 9
th

grade are:

• GSE Algebra I and Biology 



@ephscounselors

https://ephscounselors.weebly.com/



Questions?



THANK  YOU!


